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This newsletter accompanies our annual 
appeal, because we know this is the time 
of year many of you consider making -- or 
renewing -- donations to favorite chari-
ties.

Over the past five years, we have learned 
that donors like to see some kind of inde-
pendent assessment of the charities they 
support.

For this reason, we are reproducing recent articles about 
Fighting Chance from three local newspapers. Each, I’m 
proud to say, paints a picture of an organization that is both 
highly professional and warmly embraced by the community 
it serves.

From the Chairman

June 14, 2007

“People find us very welcoming, very comforting.”
- Patient Navigator Heather Matthews

Duncan Darrow
Chairman of the Board

Fighting Chance



 . . .to
provide
help to
those
who

need it 
most.”

“their
mission
remains

the
same . . .

Physician at Memorial Sloan-Kettering joins Board of Fighting Chance

Dr. Bach is a pulmonologist/intensivist with expertise in quality of care and epide-

miologic research methods. He has conducted research on racial disparities in the 

treatment and outcome of lung cancer patients, on the relationship between hospi-

tal volume and survival for lung-cancer surgery, and has participated in evidence-

based guideline development for the care of lung cancer and COPD.

Peter B. Bach, MD, MAPP
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Fifth Anniversary of Fighting Chance
and the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony of the

new offices at 112 Hampton Street in Sag Harbor. 

 AUGUST 23, 2007



Fighting Chance is a 501©(3) organization, and all contributions are fully tax-deductible.  Checks can be made payable to Fighting 
Chance and sent to us at P.O. Box 1358, Sag Harbor, New York, 11963.  Donations can also be made via credit card either on our 
website (www.fightingchance.org) or by calling our office at (631) 725-4646.  
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Karrie Zampini Robinson, LCSW
Director of Clinical Programs,

Fighting Chance

Karrie Zampini Robinson, LCSW

1. What type of cancer do I have?
2. What stage or grade is my cancer and what does this mean regarding the course of my illness? 
3. What are my surgery and/or treatment options?
4. What do you recommend and why?
5. Should I be considering other treatment options?
6. Are there side effects from the treatment?
7. What about recovery after surgery and treatment?
8. Are there long-term or late effects from treatment?
9. Is follow-up care necessary following surgery or treatment?
10. Are there clinical trials that are appropriate for me?

When the diagnosis is cancer

Most people are on unfamiliar terrain when diagnosed 
with cancer. Part of the initial challenge for the patient 
and family is to become familiar with a new language 
and begin to get a greater sense of control over 
healthcare needs.

At diagnosis, the following questions will help the 
patient and family begin to take control;

Being able to make informed and educated decisions about the course of medical care is the beginning of the 
cancer patient’s journey. Asking knowledgeable questions allows the doctor to further elaborate and explain 
about the course of illness and treatment. To familiarize oneself with this new environment is the beginning of 
empowerment and felling in control. This information is adapted from the website of the American Society of Clinical Oncology, PLWC guide. 
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- To be sure you get to the doctor on time -

Lack of transportation can become an emergency issue for cancer patients who can’t afford to miss potentially 
life-saving therapy sessions. 

Breast cancer patients, for example, can require 30 consecutive days (excluding weekends) of radiation treat-
ments. For some on the East End of Long Island, the nearest radiation oncologist is 50 miles away. Round-trip, 
that’s 100 miles of driving.

But some days you could be too ill or fatigued to drive yourself to the doctor -- and your friends may all be work-
ing. Or, say your only car breaks down. How are you going to get to the doctor on time?

Now  there is a simple answer: just call Fighting Chance at 631.725.4646. Thanks to the generosity of one of the 
leading car services in the Hamptons, their cars can now take our patients to emergency doctor appointments  
- using their reliable professional drivers. And like everything we do at Fighting Chance, the service is free of 
charge.

Made possible by a generous grant from Richard Perlman & Ellen Hansen and 
The Perlman Family Foundation.


